
It's true that we never know exactly what each year will bring at Outliers, 
but we never anticipated distributing 25 000 edupacks as an emergency 
COVID-19 response. But it was what was needed, and so we harnessed our 
social capital, in true Outliers style, to get it done! Together with friends 
(old and new), schools, community kitchens, churches, and businesses, 
we printed and packed workbooks and stationery and distributed from 
Imizamo Yethu to DuNoon, to Khayelitsha, and to Paarl and many places 
in between. Students across the city received printed resources to keep 
them learning during lockdown, helping to ensure that they did not fall 
too far behind once schools reopened.

Accessing training during this time was a big challenge, so we were 
delighted to collaborate with FunDza and host literacy support training 
via Zoom, equipping facilitators to run senior reading clubs. By joining 
the #Masked Heroes Campaign run by the DGMT, after-school program 
facilitators were able to access much needed online Psychological First 
Aid training. As part of the campaign, we distributed personal protection 
equipment to 362 community care workers on the front lines in 44 
locations, helping to keep them safe as they respond to the needs of their 
communities during this pandemic. 

Our AGM took on a different look this year! We invited our network to do 
a self-guided walk around Rondebosch Common to reflect on the year.
The Outliers team were able to give thanks for our new website, moving
offices, growing in reach and impact, and meeting the most incredible
new friends along the way. 

In a year of uncertainty and disruption, your support helped showcase the 
beauty of community and filled us with hope for our city. We look forward
to meeting you again in 2021, as we continue to support after-school
programs to provide safe spaces for learning. 
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2020 - not quite what we planned


